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City of Watsonville Mail - Pajaro Valley Arts and the Porter Building

City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Pajaro Valley Arts and the Porter Building
1 message
Beth Shields <bethgshields@gmail.com>
To: "citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org" <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Sat, Oct 24, 2020 at 7:10 PM

Dear Watsonville City Council,
My name is Beth Shields and I have been a Santa Cruz County artist for 30 years. I have served on the board of the PVA
for 6 years. It is truly an amazing organization in the width and breath of its service to the arts and the community as a
whole.
I am writing in support of Pajaro Valley Arts in regards to the Porter building. Having this vibrant arts organization in
downtown Watsonville will bring life and community to the area. It will serve as a cultural and educational destination for
the community, bringing us together to experience the magic of art in all its forms. The transformation of the Porter
building into a cultural and arts center will invigorate Watsonville and serve the community to help better lives, bringing
people downtown to shop, eat, connect and experience art and culture.
As an arts community member, the idea of the Porter building as an arts destination is truly exciting!
Thank you,
Beth Shields
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City of Watsonville Mail - Porter Bldg

City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Porter Bldg
1 message
Maggie Dickson <maggied512@yahoo.com>
To: "citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org" <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Sun, Oct 25, 2020 at 9:41 AM

I . support the move of Pajaro Valley Arts Center to Porter Bldg on Main Street. It will be a huge asset to downtown.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0y6ffc7rnOps7anZIUgnrXSxrCjnBleRG29_rQvixnaND9J/u/0?ik=75b13c09ef&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1…
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

PVA proposed purchase of Porter Building
1 message
Mary Altier <photos@maryaltier.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Sun, Oct 25, 2020 at 10:00 AM

To: Watsonville City Council:
As an early Board member of the PVA ( then PVAC) and long time supporter of and participant in its programs, I support
the organization’s purchase of the Porter Building. Since its founding in the 80’s by some of Watsonville’s most illustrious
citizens, the organization has been dedicated to carrying out its mission of “bringing the community together through the
arts.” Having the most prominent arts organization in the city in the hub of downtown Watsonville near the active
Watsonville branch of Cabrillo College and the beautiful Watsonville Public Library will be a win win for the entire
community.
I strongly support this purchase and urge its approval by the Watsonville City Council.
Thank you,
Mary Altier
Photographer and Former PVUSD Educator
303 Mar Monte Avenue
Watsonville, CA 95076

Sent from my iPad
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Pajaro Valley Arts Council
1 message
Thomas Carr <skyeranch@mac.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Sun, Oct 25, 2020 at 10:09 AM

Hello, I hear that the Pajaro Valley Arts is bidding on buying the Porter Building in Watsonville. That is fantastic news
and I urge you to accept their bid as it will be a huge improvement to downtown Watsonville and a boon for artists
throughout the county. Please consider how good this will be for the youth, seniors and all members of the community.
Thank you, Anne Carr
Sent from my iPad
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Re: Porter Building for Arts
1 message
Marilou Moschetti <felting07@gmail.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Sun, Oct 25, 2020 at 10:41 AM

Dear Council Members:
Having had a long association of participation in the Watsonville Community over the
past 25 plus years, I was thrilled to learn that Pajaro Valley Arts would like to purchase
the Porter Building in downtown.
This viable expansion would be a value added benefit for all community members and
bring the arts alive where participants could learn by doing. With schools closed and
virtual learning on the horizon for months, possibly years yet to come, the visual arts is a
missing component to right brain learning. Through the efforts of local artists, this need
to use hands and brains alike will stem growth in a positive direction. Classroom space
is essential to create a physical art object for taking home and enjoying the beauty of
the creation. The added workshop space in the building would be perfect. In addition,
local artists who rent space for their studio in the building, will offer an opportunity to
see “artists in action”.
I wholeheartedly support the building purchase and programs that will be carefully
developed to support children and adults alike in Watsonville.
Best Wishes,

Marilou Moschetti
Textile Artist & Designer
www.mariloumoschetti.com
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Oct 27 meeting Agenda Item 10
1 message
Judi Grunstra <judiriva@hotmail.com>
To: "citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org" <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Sun, Oct 25, 2020 at 11:12 AM

Dear Mayor and Council Members:
I just learned of the exci ng opportunity that Pajaro Valley Arts has to move to a be er loca on by
purchasing the Porter Building. Please give your full support to this in whatever way you can!
I have worked at the Watsonville Library for about 12 years, and I have always made it a point to see the
PVA's exhibits at their Sudden St. loca on, which is not exactly the best place for an art gallery. The new
loca on would be a real boost to downtown Watsonville, since it is proven that the arts bring economic
beneﬁts for a community, beyond the other beneﬁts of being a place for community dialogue and
celebra on.
Even in these mes of economic uncertainty, ﬁnd some money to support this! Art can help heal a
community, and the PVA organiza on has proven itself to be reliable as well as crea ve, and they will have
so much more to oﬀer the community in this new venue.
Thank you.
Judi Grunstra

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0y6ffc7rnOps7anZIUgnrXSxrCjnBleRG29_rQvixnaND9J/u/0?ik=75b13c09ef&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1…

1/1

10/26/2020

City of Watsonville Mail - 10/27 City Council Agenda item #10

City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

10/27 City Council Agenda item #10
1 message
Nancy Giberson <giberson1@cox.net>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org
Cc: pvacarts@gmail.com

Sun, Oct 25, 2020 at 11:50 AM

Dear Council Members:
PVA's proposal to provide an inclusive, safe, and professional space where the community can create and
share their creativity and culture will undoubtably lead to very exciting cultural and economic growth for the city of
Watsonville.
As a fourth generation native of Watsonville, living in San Diego now, I've always supported the Pajaro Valley Arts gallery.
I’ve seen first hand the growth of community around art galleries such as the one being proposed by PVA. It’s so exciting
to think this can happen in Watsonville, and it has a donor to make it real in the classic Porter Building.
In San Diego, I have witnessed at least two such galleries take over large old facilities downtown. The immediately begin
to attract viewers from a broad cross section of locals and visitors, who will then be hungry and want to dine, ideally
within walking distance, and then they'll stroll the streets with their families to shop, etc.
I’ve served on the boards of the Community Foundation of Santa Cruz County, the Cultural Council, and was Assistant
Superintendent of the Santa Cruz County Office of Education from 1991-2000. I am proud to have been inducted in the
Watsonville High School Hall of Fame, and to own property there. The City previously bought my family’s home for a
women’s shelter on East Lake Ave. I care deeply about the continued cultural growth and success of Watsonville.
Please vote on 10/27 to support this fantastic PVA opportunity for Watsonville!!
Respectfully yours,
Nancy
Nancy Giberson, Ph.D.
336 Pacific Ave
Solana Beach, CA 92075
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City of Watsonville Mail - Pajaro Valley Arts

City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Pajaro Valley Arts
1 message
Karen Asherah <karenasherah@gmail.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Sun, Oct 25, 2020 at 11:54 AM

It would be WONDERFUL to have Parjaro Valley Arts located in the heart of Watsonville!
I’m totally in support of their buying the Porter Building!!
Karen Asherah
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City of Watsonville Mail - RE: Porter Building

City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

RE: Porter Building
1 message
Susanna Waddell <zannajr@aol.com>
Reply-To: Susanna Waddell <zannajr@aol.com>
To: "citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org" <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Sun, Oct 25, 2020 at 3:30 PM

To whom it may concern,
Attached is a letter of support for PVA's proposal for the Porter Building.
Sincerely,
Susanna Waddell
Watsonville City Council-Porter Building.docx
14K
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October 25, 2020

Susanna Waddell
4826 Freedom Blvd
Aptos, Ca 95003
Dear Members of the Watsonville City Council,
It is my pleasure to write on behalf of the many attributes of the Pajaro Valley
Arts organization as you consider the new residents for the Porter Building on
Main Street in Watsonville. My involvement in PVA for several decades has
included Board Member, Gallery Committee Chair, Curator of many exhibits and
juried artist in several shows during each year of the aforementioned decades of
membership and service.
The Pajaro Valley Arts Organization is indeed a jewel worth cherishing. Their
mission statement of “Bringing the Community together through the Arts” has
been the creed that ensures that the Watsonville community will always benefit
from the programs, exhibits and inclusivity.
Having a new, central home that will allow expansion and the realization of a
dream and will provide the community with a quintessential center for the arts
and the rich culture of the Pajaro valley community.
If you have been involved in PVA you know the extraordinary energy that exists
there and grows from love and inspiration for the arts and community.
I urge you to seriously consider choosing PVA , an organization that has and will
continue to be a source of pride to the community.
Sincerely,
Susanna Waddell
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Letter in Support of P V Arts : Agenda Item #10
1 message
Kathy Arola <k_arola@sbcglobal.net>
Sun, Oct 25, 2020 at 4:29 PM
To: Judy Stabile <stabilejud@aol.com>, "citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org" <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Please accept this letter in support of PV Arts: AGENDA ITEM #10
Letter in Support of PV Arts and Porter Building Purchase.pdf
139K
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KATHY AROLA
1234 Green Valley Road

❖

EDUCATIONAL CONSULTANT
Watsonville, CA 95076

❖

k_arola@sbcglobal.net

❖

(831)818-9392

October 25, 2020
Dear Watsonville City Council Members:
As a Watsonville resident, and supporter of community arts and culture, I am writing to you
about Agenda item 10: the purchase of the Porter Building on the corner of Main and Second
Street in downtown Watsonville.
As a retired PVUSD Principal and former Chair of the Alliance for Arts Education in Santa
Cruz County, I am very excited about the prospect of PV Arts relocating in the heart of the city
and transforming the Porter Building into a valuable community asset and visitor destination.
This move would enable them to expand programming to fulfill their mission to bring the
community together through the arts. This 12,000 square foot building will house a gallery
and retail programs, office operations, artist studios, a workshop space for youth and seniors,
and a multipurpose room for community programming and use. Rental of artist studios will
offset the operational costs of the larger building.
PV Arts has a commitment from an incredibly generous donor who will cover the offered
purchase price of the building. They will apply for grants and will initiate a capital campaign to
raise the funds to build out their dream.
I have worked with PVA on many projects and know from firsthand experience about their
successful operations and outstanding programs. Their work from a small gallery on Sudden
Street has touched the lives of many children and their families and provided opportunities for
local artists to show work and exchange ideas. Moving to a larger space will allow them to do
more for our community! PVA's proposal to provide an inclusive, safe, and professional
space where the community can create and share their creativity and culture should be
considered as the top priority for the Council in their work on revitalization of the
downtown area.

Thank you for the consideration.
Sincerely,
Kathy Arola
Ed Leadership Coach, SCCOE, ACSA
Steering Committee Arts Now Pajaro Valley

ACSA/NTC California Network of School Leadership Coaches
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Public Comment, Agenda Item 10, City Council Meeting 10/27/2020
1 message
Celeste DeWald <celestedewald@hotmail.com>
To: "citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org" <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>
Cc: Pajaro Valley Arts <pvacarts@gmail.com>

Sun, Oct 25, 2020 at 5:25 PM

Dear City Council Members,
I write to encourage you to accept the bid from Pajaro Valley Arts to purchase the city-owned Porter Building on
the corner of Main and Second Street in downtown Watsonville (Agenda Item 10).
Across the country, ci es of all sizes are recognizing the long-term value of incorpora ng community-based arts
organiza ons in economic and development projects.
In November 2019, the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco published an issue of their Community
Development Innova on Review en rely dedicated to how arts and cultural strategies are incorporated inot the
prac ce of community development. Titled “Transforming Community Development through Arts and Culture,”
the journal explores the power of arts and culture to transform the prac ce of community development (see
h ps://www.frbsf.org/community-development/publica ons/community-development-investment-review/
2019/november/transforming-community-development-through-arts-and-culture/).
In a blog post for the Na onal Endowment for the Arts last January, Lyz Crane wrote, “Major na onal community
development agencies that drive conversa ons about na onal best prac ces are making deep investments to
ensure that arts and culture become a part of community development long into the future” (see
h ps://www.arts.gov/stories/blog/2020/transforming-community-development-through-arts-and-culture).
Furthermore, as a resident of Watsonville and an arts administrator for nearly three decades, I am personally
excited about the Pajaro Valley Arts’ interest in expanding their programming and making the Porter Building
their permanent home. This ac on will take Pajaro Valley Arts to the next level in honoring cultural iden ty,
facilita ng and sharing crea ve expression, and increasing social cohesion.
Sincerely,
Celeste DeWald
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

New eComment for City Council on 2020-10-27 4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference
Meeting
2 messages
noreply@granicusideas.com <noreply@granicusideas.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org, cityclerk@cityofwatsonville.org

Sun, Oct 25, 2020 at 11:59 AM

SpeakUp

New eComment for City Council on 2020-10-27
4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
Lou Falek submitted a new eComment.
Meeting: City Council on 2020-10-27 4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
Item: A. 20-603 PRESENTATION BY TWO RESPONDENTS TO REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR SALE OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY - PORTER BUILDING: PAJARO VALLEY ARTS
AND WATSNEWS LLC. (REGISTER PAJARONIAN)
eComment: Dear Watsonville City Council Members, We are writing in support of Pajaro Valley
Arts’ request to purchase the Porter Building (Agenda Item 10 for City Council Meeting 202010-27). As an Apple employee, our family moved to California from Boston three years ago. We
chose Watsonville because it is an area rich with culture and art. My wife is a sculptor and was
looking to connect with a community of artists. Within 6 months, we discovered PVA and were
astounded by the quality and richness of the gallery exhibits. We were immediately drawn in
and welcomed by the gallery. Participating and volunteering in events hosted by PVA helped
introduce us to the wider Watsonville community and its culture. Being part of the Watsonville
community through PVA has enriched our lives. PVA does an outstanding job with their current
space, but they are constrained by the facility. We can imagine what PVA could do for the
community of Watsonville if they were housed in a larger and more flexible setting. As members
and donors to PVA we are excited to be part of their growth and evolution within the community
of Watsonville. Please strongly consider their proposal. Regards and thanks… Lou Falek and
Lyn MacDonald
View and Analyze eComments

This email w as sent from https://granicusideas.com.
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noreply@granicusideas.com <noreply@granicusideas.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org, cityclerk@cityofwatsonville.org

Sun, Oct 25, 2020 at 8:06 PM

SpeakUp

New eComment for City Council on 2020-10-27
4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
Sarah Brothers submitted a new eComment.
Meeting: City Council on 2020-10-27 4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
Item: A. 20-603 PRESENTATION BY TWO RESPONDENTS TO REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR SALE OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY - PORTER BUILDING: PAJARO VALLEY ARTS
AND WATSNEWS LLC. (REGISTER PAJARONIAN)
eComment: Dear Watsonville City Council Members: I am writing to you as a visual artist,
community arts administrator, and arts educator who has worked within the Watsonville
community, providing arts education opportunities for youth and families for almost 10 years
through Arts Council Santa Cruz County’s Mariposa Arts program. I was introduced to Pajaro
Valley Arts early on, and was immediately struck by the quality of work and rich diverseness of
arts and artists represented. Over the years I have had the opportunity to work closely with
Pajaro Valley Arts on many partnerships, developing collaborations, planning events, and
leading arts education advocacy in Pajaro Valley Unified School District. Pajaro Valley Arts has
provided space to us when we needed a location to host our youth art showcase and high
school student teacher celebration, and has provided hands to help us hang work. They have
provided arts materials to teachers, developed arts curriculum for youth, and led gallery tours,
but have always been somewhat limited by their current space. My experience is that this
organization is very community focused, committed to equity and growth, and goes out of their
way to support and uplift the surrounding arts community. Over the years, I have heard an
endless number of times from youth and adult artists in the community that there is a great
need for a centrally located “arts center” where both new and veteran artists can practice,
exhibit, teach classes, take workshops, and come together in community. I am full in support of
Pajaro Valley Arts’ bid to purchase the Porter Building (agenda item 10 for City Council Meeting
10-27-2020) where they will be able to expand programs and resources in the arts with the
Watsonville Community, and fulfill their mission to bring the community together through the
arts. The space will address a great need in the community by not only housing their gallery
and shop and offices, but will allow for space for artist studios, a workshop space for youth and
seniors, and a multipurpose room for community programming and use. I strongly urge you to
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0y6ffc7rnOps7anZIUgnrXSxrCjnBleRG29_rQvixnaND9J/u/0?ik=75b13c09ef&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1…
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consider their proposal and can only imagine the magic that could happen in this space, and
the wonderful impact on the broader community! Thank you! Sincerely, Sarah Brothers
View and Analyze eComments

This email w as sent from https://granicusideas.com.
Unsubscribe from future mailings
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

PVA - Porter Building 10/27 Item #10
1 message
Sharon McGuire <2slmcguire@gmail.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 8:13 AM

Oct 27th Meeting, Agenda Item #10
I support Pajaro Valley Art’s vision to purchase the 12,000 square foot Porter Building on Main Street.
This project will bring needed new assets both directly to the arts community and to the wider general population. PVA will have
the space and creativity to enable their plans for gallery walls, community rooms, artist studios, youth and senior program areas,
administrative and retail rooms.
These exciting plans require a much different space from the beautiful and historic Sudden Street house. The City of Watsonville
and the wider three county area will benefit from this new use of the Main Street building as envisioned by PVA.
Sincerely,
Sharon L McGuire
106 San Benito Ave
Aptos, CA 95003
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City of Watsonville Mail - (no subject)

City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

(no subject)
1 message
Gretchen Werner <gretchenlwerner@gmail.com>
To: "citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org" <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>
Cc: "linda@pvarts.org" <linda@pvarts.org>, "pvacarts@gmail.com" <pvacarts@gmail.com>

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 10:08 AM

Dear Members of the City Council of Watsonville,
I am writing in regards to the possible sale of the property at the corner of Main and Second Street in downtown
Watsonville. I would like to encourage you to make the Pajaro Valley Arts a priority in this sale.
There are so many reasons to support this community gallery moving to a larger, more prominent location.
PVAC has offered the community of Watsonville a strong voice for local artists for the past thirty years. In a valley rich in
history and culture it makes sense to showcase what the artists offer to the community and to the people visiting the
area. In return the community gets a place to have more space to view local art, take classes, and be educated about
their community in a different way.
Galleries offer the inside process of art making.
They offer a sense of calm and wholeness which boosts one’s own personal creativity.
Given the lack of arts education in schools, this gallery offers classes and opportunities to enrich people’s personal
creativity.
They offer a venue to see the best from the community of Watsonville and the whole County of Santa Cruz.
Please acknowledge the consistent enrichment this gallery has brought to the community by making their purchase of
this property a priority.
Sincerely,
Gretchen Werner
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City of Watsonville Mail - Agenda item 10

City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Agenda item 10
1 message
Martha Manson <mmanson1011@sbcglobal.net>
To: "citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org" <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 10:33 AM

Gentlefolk;
I am writing in support of the purchase by Pajaro Valley Arts of the Porter building at 2nd and Main in Watsonville. The
building will allow an expansion of their valuable program, in a central, easily accessed, downtown location.
Thank you for your consideration,
Sincerely,
Martha Manson
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Agenda Item 10: Support for PVA's Porter Building Proposal
2 messages
Jim Brown <jim@artscouncilsc.org>
Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 7:43 AM
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org
Cc: Judy Stabile <stabilejud@aol.com>, Gabriel Medina <gabriel@digitalnest.org>, Mireya Gomez-Contreras
<mireya@artscouncilsc.org>
Dear Mayor Garica and members of the City Council:
I am writing to express my strongest support for Pajaro Valley Arts’ (PVA’s) proposal for the Porter Building on the plaza
in downtown Watsonville. PVA is an incredible organization that delivers artistically excellent and culturally relevant
programming in service of the Watsonville and Pajaro Valley communities. While they are a small organization, their staff
and board manage the organization with a high degree of professionalism, earning them status as one of our Sponsor
Grantees. Our Sponsor Grantees are organizations whose programming and management are so strong, that we don’t
require that they submit grant applications. We simply commit to funding their excellent work each year.
In 1999, the Arts Council worked with leaders throughout the county to publish the Cultural Action Plan. In that plan, one
of the key needs identified was for arts and culture spaces in Watsonville. Sadly, since that time, very little has changed,
and the need for space is still the number one concern of many local artists. Your approval of PVA's proposal for the
Porter Building would be a significant step towards addressing this long-standing community need!
I look forward to working with you and PVA to strengthen the arts and culture in this vibrant city!
In community,
Jim
-Jim Brown
he/him/his
Executive Director
Arts Council Santa Cruz County
1070 River St. // Santa Cruz CA 95060 (Tannery Arts Center Campus)
831.475.9600 25 // Email // Website // Facebook // Instagram
Judy Stabile <stabilejud@aol.com>
Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 11:00 AM
To: Jim Brown <jim@artscouncilsc.org>
Cc: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org, Gabriel Medina <gabriel@digitalnest.org>, Mireya Gomez-Contreras
<mireya@artscouncilsc.org>
Thank you so much Jim!
Judy
Sent from my iPhone
On Oct 26, 2020, at 7:44 AM, Jim Brown <jim@artscouncilsc.org> wrote:

[Quoted text hidden]
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Pajaro Valley Arts Potential Purchase of Porter Building
1 message
Marty Ackerman <martyack1@gmail.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 11:14 AM

Greetings, Mayor and Councilmembers - although I am not a resident of Watsonville, I was Redevelopment and Housing
Director for the City from 2007 through 2011, and I care about the City.
I write in support of the sale of the Porter Building to Pajaro Valley Arts (PVA)
The impact of art on lives is often overlooked; not only does art provide beauty
and vibrancy to our lives, art can actually transform lives, especially those of children.
PVA is a valuable asset to the City, not only in providing art to the community, but in bringing people from both
Watsonville and the wider area to their gallery and events. Their current location, provided by the City, is almost hidden,
and parking can be difficult. A move to the Porter Building would provide them more visibility as well as more space, and
their presence would increase downtown's vibrancy and bring more people downtown who might not typically experience
Watsonville's City Center.
I urge you to recognize PVA's contribution to the community, to embrace the positive impact the move would have on the
downtown, and to approve the sale of the Porter Building to PVA.
Sincerely,
Marty Ackerman

________________
Marty Ackerman
martyack1@gmail.com
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RE: Pajaro Valley Arts - Porter Building
1 message
Hedwig Heerschop <hedje44@comcast.net>
To: "citycouncil@cityofWatsonville.org" <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 11:35 AM

Dear City Council Members,
Please find attached my written comments regarding Pajaro Valley Arts and the Porter Building.
Sincerely,
Carolyn G. Pezzoni
Carolyn Pezzoni Letter - Porter Building - Pajaro Valley Arts.docx
14K
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Carolyn G. Pezzoni
13 Elena Rd.,
La Selva Beach, CA 95076
October 23, 2020

To Whom it May Concern,

I am a retired SPECTRA teacher. I taught for 25 years a course called “Drawing and Cartooning”
through the schools. When I taught with the PEP program with Dominican Hospital it was called
“Back to Basics”. Before working for the Santa Cruz Arts Council, I volunteered at my daughters’
school for 8 years. The lessons were a combination of drawing essentials and cartooning with the
majority of the time with great class participation. I also taught privately in many venues. I am also
an artist who has had several open studios and many local shows. I have illustrated many pamphlets
among which was an educational brochure for the Oceans Futures Society. I tell you all this because I
know the value of art in peoples’ lives.
We are surrounded by art and need it in everyone’s’ lives and yet much art has been cut from the
schools. There is a large gap in the education and encouragement of the arts especially the visual arts.
Yet we are fortunate to have so many talented artists in our community. But so much more is needed
for them to show and engage with the public.
Pajaro Valley Arts is the “little train that can”. Given their meager space and less that visible location
(with minimal parking), they have shown themselves to be giants in promoting the arts only limited
by square footage. It’s amazing how treasured that little gallery is as shown by the large attendance.
I can only imagine how more space with easy access and in a central location with parking will
attract more and more people and include such a rich artistic community. The opportunity for artists
to work teach and participate is immeasurable. The Porter building will be the shining gem for
Watsonville.
This venue is especially needed because people are hungry for beauty and positivity. The more visible
and accessible gallery will enrich the lives of so many and reach so many more being so attractive.
When one realizes how the tiny gallery has done so much good and done so well financially one can
only imagine, given the possibility to grow, how much better it will all be.
Sincerely,

Carolyn G. Pezzoni
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Porter Building for PVAC
1 message
Cheryl <cherylalbert@charter.net>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 12:29 PM

October 26, 2020

To the Watsonville City Council Members,

Please accept this letter of support for the Pajaro Valley Arts to purchase the Porter Building.
The Pajaro Valley Arts Council would be able to provide an expanded gallery, workshop
space for youth & seniors, multi purpose space for community use & rental artist studios. As
a valuable resource to our county in sharing the arts, the Pajaro Valley Arts Council has
worked to reach into the schools, to forge a partnership with staff & students which provides
free Art Field Trips, Curriculum & Teacher Guides related to
ongoing exhibits.

The artists, volunteers with staff also provide annual support for student art shows & murals
in City Hall & in the local community. Our school outreach offers quarterly Education Flyers
with information on upcoming exhibits, resources & field trip opportunities. Every year PVA
has shared art with 100s of school aged children. At this time, PVA continues to adapt it’s
programs with adjusted hours & virtual tours of on-line art galleries for teachers & others
providing learning activities to students in our community.

The existing premises dates from 1950’s and this new facility would give South County a
contemporary 21st century Art forum & outreach for our community.

Thank You for supporting the ARTS!
Cheers,
Cheryl & Paul Albert
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56 Buena Vista Dr.
Freedom, CA. 95019
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Agenda item#10 Porter Bldg purchase
1 message
Jane Reyes <janeereyes@cruzio.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org
Cc: Jane Reyes <janeereyes@cruzio.com>

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 1:02 PM

Watsonville City Council Members
Dear City Council Members,
I am writing this email in support of the purchase of the Porter Building in Watsonville by Pajaro Valley Art.
As a professional Artist and Art Educator. And a supporting member of the PVA. I personally know the need for a working
Community Art space in Watsonville. The Porter Building; Art Gallery, Retail Shop, Artists Studios and Community Space
is a crucial component of building our community in Watsonville into a thriving Arts & Culture environment. The location is
accessible and very visible to the general public.
I have worked at Watsonville Adult Education for the past 19 years. And I have worked as an Art teacher for the past 18
years. I have had the opportunity to teach Adults over 55, enriching their lives through Art. Their stories, their efforts,
camaraderie and willingness to learn something new, will always be with me.
I would always bring my students to the PVArt Gallery for every show. Art appreciation and visual learning enhanced their
own personal growth and experience.
Many of these students began exhibiting and selling their Art. And became members of the PVA.
Unfortunately, over the years, of continual budget cuts to Adult Education. Art classes are no longer being offered to the
community. This is a big loss, especially for our Senior community who thrived in these classes.
Thank you for your consideration in accepting this vital offer from PVA, “to provide an inclusive, safe and professional
space where the community can create and share their creativity and culture.”
Sincerely,
Jane Reyes
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Comment in support of PV Arts purchase of Porter Building
1 message
Nancy Faulstich <nancy@regenerationpajarovalley.org>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 2:11 PM

Dear esteemed Council Members,
I'm writing to express support from Regeneración for the proposed purchase by PV Arts of the Porter Building.
Regeneración holds a vision of creating community centers for cultural and climate resilience as the climate breaks down
and conditions become more challenging.
Art plays a key role in social change, providing inspiration to participate, depicting unifying messages, and creating joy.
We believe our community will be well served by having a larger building in a key central location to house the gallery,
artist studios, and a community room.
Sincerely,
Nancy Faulstich
on behalf of Regeneración - Pajaro Valley Climate Action
-Regeneración Project Director
Follow us on Facebook! @regenerationpajarovalley
Your donation will help us develop a cadre of environmental justice leaders in the Pájaro Valley! Donate securely online
at:
www.regenerationpajarovalley.org
Regeneración
Pájaro Valley Climate Action
Regeneración - Acción Climática del Valle de Pajaro
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Support PVA"s Bid for Porter Bldg.
1 message
Anna Kammer <annakso@att.net>
To: "citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org" <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 3:26 PM

Dear Mayor Garcia and Watsonville City Council Members,
As long time supporters of Pajaro Valley Arts (PVA) and the Pajaro Gallery, we would like to ask for
your support of PVA’s bid to purchase the Porter Building. PVA has been an integral part of the
Watsonville community for many years, and supports not only the local artist gallery, but also art
programs for local students and artist talks for the Watsonville community.
The Porter Building would be the perfect relocation place for PVA as it is centrally located and
large enough to house their vision to increase gallery space and arts programming for the
community. What a wonderful way to bring the gift of the arts to our community!
Thank you so much for your consideration of this proposal.

Sincerely,
Anna Kammer and Dan Fallorina
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Public comment in support of Porter Building bid for PVA
1 message
Verónica León <veleon1015@gmail.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org, veca9@hotmail.com

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 6:05 PM

For public comment:
In a time when our community needs healing, now more than ever Watsonville needs to provide a safe space for artists to
come together and share their artistic expression and talents. We are a community of dancers, musicians, muralists,
graphic designers, poets, writers that have provided our youth, our families, our essential workers, our elderly with artistic
and cultural education, entertainment and healing for so many years. Local artists have been doing this oftentimes
without much institutional support. Watsonville needs a designated space where artists can come together and share
their gifts with the rest of the community. The Porter Building, with such a prime location will add to the vibrancy of our
downtown but most important will provide the space for so many members to come together and create, teach and to
flourish as artists, making Watsonville even a more special town to live in. Art is healing! Please support Pajaro Valley
Arts with the bid to purchase the Porter Building.
In community,
Veronica Leon
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Letter of Support for Pajaro Valley Arts Agenda Item
1 message
Jonathan Pilch <jonathan@watsonvillewetlandswatch.org>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org
Cc: Linda Martin <linda@pvarts.org>

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 6:25 PM

To this may concerns,
Please find the written comment of an attached letter of support for the City Council Agenda item related to the Porter
Building.
Best,
Jonathan

Jonathan Pilch
Executive Director
Watsonville Wetlands Watch
831-728-1156 x4
www.watsonvillewetlandswatch.org

WWW_LOS_PVARTS.PDF
396K
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Agenda item #10. meeting 10/27/20
1 message
julie miller <jmiller218@yahoo.com>
Reply-To: julie miller <jmiller218@yahoo.com>
To: "citycouncil@cityofWatsonville.org" <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 7:40 PM

To the City Council,
What a wonderful idea of Parajo Valley Arts to buy the Porter building to relocate and expand their programs. I am a
long time resident of Watsonville, visitor to the PV Gallery, and supporter of PVA. An arts center would be a fine addition
to downtown. Someday, when we can again safely participate in group activities, the Porter building site will serve as a
community arts center. Please approve PVA's bid for purchase of the building.
Julie Miller
218 Prospect
Watsonville
CA 95076
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PVA acquisition of Porter Building
1 message
Lynda Watson <lyndawatson@cruzio.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 8:09 PM

To the Watsonville City Council and those concerned,
I have been a practicing artist and an active participant in the art community and the arts organizations in Santa Cruz
County for 50 years. My involvement with PVA began when it was established in 1984 and continues to this day. I
consider it to be one of the most valuable arts assets in the county and an organization that the city of Watsonville should
be proud to support and promote. It is the only arts entity that is run by and for artists. It is also the only space in the
county where artists and community members can initiate and curate exhibitions. And the resultant shows have always
been the best, the most innovative, the most interesting, the most fun and the most culturally diverse in the county.
Watsonville is a wealth of artistic reserve, and PVA brings it forward! An expanded facility in downtown Watsonville will
provide more of the same and so much more!
Thank you for supporting PVA.
Lynda Watson,
Emeritus, Cabrillo College Art
Former Board Member, Arts Council SC County, Tannery Arts Center, etc.
SC County Artist of the Year 1998,

Sent from my iPad
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Fw: Yes for Porter Building project
1 message
Valerie Jean Chase <chasing_val@yahoo.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org
Cc: cityclerk@cityofwatsonville.org, citymanager@cityofwatsonville.org

Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 7:07 AM

To the Watsonville City Council members:
As local residents of Watsonville, we wish to support the PVA's proposal to provide an inclusive, safe, and
professional space where the community can create and share their crea vity and culture.
As seniors in this community we need and will support these needed cultural programs.
Dr Roberta Reyes and Valerie Chase
829 Cynthia Dr
Watsonville, Ca
831-588-4339
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Porter Building - Pajaro Valley Arts Council
1 message
Rachel Mayo <rbmayo@sbcglobal.net>
To: "citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org" <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 8:00 AM

Dear City Council members:
I would like to submit my request that you give serious and positive consideration to the Pajaro
Valley Arts Council's bid to purchase the Porter Building to establish an art gallery and community
space for art in downtown Watsonville. The proposed plan would beautify that corner on Main St.
and bring the quality of art for which the PVAC is known to a more visible, public space that would
benefit all residents and serve as a source of pride for the city. PVAC has long collaborated with
local artists and the local community college, bringing portions of exhibits to Cabrillo's Watsonville
Center and hosting class visits to the gallery on Sudden Street, in the interest of enriching the
cultural experience of our students and community. It is a rare opportunity for our city to have such
a presence on our main thoroughfare, and I would like to express my support of their bid as a city
resident and consumer of many of the art products and exhibits the PVAC has curated over the
years.
Sincerely,
Rachel Mayo (former dean of the Cabrillo College Watsonville Center)
720 Delta Way
Watsonville
(831) 319-4553
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Support for PVArt
1 message
Karen Lemon <kalemon.photo@gmail.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 8:41 AM

Dear City Council Members,
My name is Karen Lemon and I am writing in support of Pajaro Valley Arts to procure the Porter Building in order to
expand their services to the community.
I am a retired teacher who had the privilege of collaborating with PVA in several public art projects over the last ten
years. I cannot begin to tell you about the impact that these projects had on my students. Projects such as Peace in the
Streets Project gave students a real-life opportunity to develop, design and complete an intended project while allowing
them to positively be a contributor in their local community. I know that for years after each project I have had students tell
me that it changed their lives, and that by their work on the project they learned that they have a voice in their community.
Without Pajaro Valley Art's support, guidance and collaboration my students would not have had this opportunity.
PVA Gallery also provides educational tours for classrooms, both virtually and in person and provides a valuable support
to teachers in our community schools.The tours are rich in artistic merit, social impact and reflect the cultural diversity of
our wonderful Pajaro Valley. I personally have taken over 300 students to view the gallery and it is always an inspirational
experience.
I look forward to PVA's growth opportunity that they have and know that I want to be part of it.
I urge you to vote in favor of PVA's bid to purchase the Porter Building. It is a move that will enhance our community for
generations to come.
Sincerely,
Karen Lemon
PVA Education Committee Member
Retired Teacher
-Karen Lemon
Consultant, Mentor
Career Technical Education

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zw0Zrfhts45VOEXx9DhZ1zf2UPxWdqqP3189DOry6U_Xtk/u/0?ik=75b13c09ef&view=pt&search=all&permthid=…

1/1

10/27/2020

City of Watsonville Mail - PVAC purchase of Porter Building

City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

PVAC purchase of Porter Building
1 message
Ginny Aragon <gkaragon@aol.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 9:12 AM

Hello, I am writing to extend my support of the PVAC plan and purchase of the Porter Building. PVAC is an incredible,
community based arts organization making a huge difference in encouraging the arts and artists while building community
involvement to an incredible degree. I live in Santa Cruz and will always come to Watsonville for any exhibition and
program offered by this amazing organization. Through that exploration, I’ve become more acquainted with this area and
now enjoy many other businesses and opportunities that are offered. A more prominent and suitable space will create
even more opportunities for the community and will be a real draw from an economic development perspective.
Watsonville has so much going for it - much of it based around the arts - that this will be another accomplishment leading
to more collaborations and development of the creative sensibility in many groups of all ages and backgrounds.
Sincerely,
Ginny Aragon
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porter building purchase
1 message
Shirley flores-munoz <bugsy836@gmail.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 10:08 AM

To the Watsonville City Council Members,
Please accept this letter of full support for the Pajaro Valley Art to purchase and
develop the Porter Building. This will be a great improvement to the downtown area.
Facing the library, with adequate parking and security is an excellent location for
community trafficking. Parents, families, children, school groups, senior groups and
many others will enjoy the activities, art, classes, and programs that will take place in
this facility. The workshop space, gallery, multipurpose/community room for use and
rental will bring so many more people to the downtown location. Youth, artists,
schools, seniors, and others will all feel the support of Watsonville city government
and the PVA. These ideas entertain the imagination!
The Pajaro Valley Arts Council has a long history of providing beautiful art, activities,
and programing for Watsonville. County-wide participants have driven in to
Watsonville to share these experiences. The joining of the various areas of Santa
Cruz County cannot be understated. Last year the PVAC joined with the Santa Cruz
Symphony to provide a music program in the plaza. This was a first, but certainly not
the last. In the future, art can be expanded to include music, film, dance, spoken
word, and many other genres of art in this beautiful new building. The convenient
parking would encourage many to attend and perhaps even expand library use.
Parent could easily combine library and museum activities. It would also make it
more convenient to collaborate programs between the City Recreation Department,
the library, and the PVAC for an exciting offering. Currently the PVAC serves
thousands of school children each year and families on the weekends. These
students would be enriched by a new building and an expansion of programming
that such a building would allow. The children of Watsonville need and deserve this!
The artists, many volunteers, and staff also provide annual support for student art
shows & murals in City Hall and the Watsonville Library. Even now, during the
pandemic the PVA has adapted to on-line programing and exhibits. The PVAC board
is to be commended for its diversity, flexibility, and imaginative collaborations with
many artists and groups throughout Santa Cruz County. This new building would
demonstrate that the City of Watsonville and its citizenry are leading in the 21st
century and be a beacon to the rest of the county for excellence in programming in a
state-of-the art facility.
Thank You for supporting the ARTS and WATSONVILLE!
Shirley Flores Munoz, Cabrillo College Instructor
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

support of Pajaro Valley Arts purchase of the Porter Building
1 message
Judy Gittelsohn <judy.gittelsohn@gmail.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 10:12 AM

Hello,
I am Judy Gittelsohn, an artist and a Watsonville resident. I fully support the PVA purchase of the Porter Building. This
would be a tremendous asset to the development of our downtown community. This act would anchor our local
community and draw visitors from around the world to see the high quality of art the PVA presents. PVA is a local
organization with an international and global scope. This location for PVA would add energy and vibrancy to our beautiful
downtown.
In addition, I have developed an artist retreat in Watsonville and would love to offer to my visiting artists a place to
perform, exhibit and present their work.
Thank you,
Judy
-Judy Gittelsohn
650 248 5381
me@judyg.com
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Porter Building
1 message
Cindy Edgerly <cindy_edgerly@yahoo.com>
To: "citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org" <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 10:16 AM

Dear City Council,
I just want to say how thrilled I was to hear about the possibility of Pajaro Valley Arts moving into the
Porter Building. Creative expression is a wondrous and beautiful gift that brings joy to the heart not only
of the creator but the observer. It unites people and helps them to see the world in different ways.
I hope the plan moves forward.
Warmly,
Cynthia Edgerly
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letter supporting the PVA propsal for the Porter Bldg.
1 message
Adrienne Momi <adriennemomi@gmail.com>
Reply-To: amomi@west.net
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 10:46 AM

To the Members of the Watsonville City Council,
Imagine having a place for all sorts of vibrant creative expression—music, dance, poetry, and visual art in the middle of
downtown Watsonville.
Imagine revitalizing an historic building and giving it new life as a creative destination.
Imagine having classroom space, performance space, gallery space—a gathering place for our young people.
Imagine the positive effect this would have on Watsonville’s population, young and old.
Imagine all the opportunities this space can offer to growing minds.
Well, this can become a reality. Pajaro Valley Arts has the experience, the backing and the vision to collaborate with the
city and many organizations to manifest all these dreams.
As a former president of the Board of Directors, I know first hand about the resiliency, pluck and determination that
characterize PVA. Members of the Gallery Committee, Education Committee and Board of Directors supported by
extraordinarily dedicated staff have the history of bringing excellence in the arts to our community.
Even now, in these challenging times, PVA has succeeded in bringing the community together through the arts—
Sculpture Is, Movable Murals, our popular annual Mi Casa Tu Casa (virtual and soon to be open to the public by
appointment), the Vote timeline in the county building, visual artist and poetry salons are but a few examples.
Collaborations with Watsonville Film Festival, Santa Cruz Symphony, Digital Nest and the PV School District help open
even more doors for our citizens, young and old.
With the acquisition of the Porter Building, Pajaro Valley Arts can expand its important programs. Now more than ever,
our community needs forward thinking that will provide the inspiration to maximize the gifts of our diverse community and
provide a place where every voice can be heard.
Respectfully,
Adrienne Momi, past president Pajaro Valley Arts
--

ADRIENNE

www.adriennemomi.com
http://theperipateticprintmaker.wordpress.com
https://www.etsy.com/shop/amomi?ref=shop_sugg
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

New eComment for City Council on 2020-10-27 4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference
Meeting
7 messages
noreply@granicusideas.com <noreply@granicusideas.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org, cityclerk@cityofwatsonville.org

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 12:37 PM

SpeakUp

New eComment for City Council on 2020-10-27
4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
Cheryl Albert submitted a new eComment.
Meeting: City Council on 2020-10-27 4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
Item: 5. INFORMATION ITEMS
eComment: October 26, 2020 To the Watsonville City Council Members, Please accept this letter
of support for the Pajaro Valley Arts to purchase the Porter Building. The Pajaro Valley Arts
Council would be able to provide an expanded gallery, workshop space for youth & seniors, multi
purpose space for community use & rental artist studios. As a valuable resource to our county in
sharing the arts, the Pajaro Valley Arts Council has worked to reach into the schools, to forge a
partnership with staff & students which provides free Art Field Trips, Curriculum & Teacher
Guides related to ongoing exhibits. The artists, volunteers with staff also provide annual support
for student art shows & murals in City Hall & in the local community. Our school outreach offers
quarterly Education Flyers with information on upcoming exhibits, resources & field trip
opportunities. Every year PVA has shared art with 100s of school aged children. At this time,
PVA continues to adapt it’s programs with adjusted hours & virtual tours of on-line art galleries
for teachers & others providing learning activities to students in our community. The existing
premises dates from 1950’s and this new facility would give South County a contemporary 21st
century Art forum & outreach for our community. Thank You for supporting the ARTS! Cheers,
Cheryl & Paul Albert 56 Buena Vista Dr. Freedom, CA. 95019
View and Analyze eComments
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noreply@granicusideas.com <noreply@granicusideas.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org, cityclerk@cityofwatsonville.org

Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 10:00 PM

SpeakUp

New eComment for City Council on 2020-10-27
4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
Mariana Juarez submitted a new eComment.
Meeting: City Council on 2020-10-27 4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
Item: A. 20-603 PRESENTATION BY TWO RESPONDENTS TO REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR SALE OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY - PORTER BUILDING: PAJARO VALLEY ARTS
AND WATSNEWS LLC. (REGISTER PAJARONIAN)
eComment: To the Watsonville city council, I am writing this to support the Pajaro Valley Arts’
request to purchase the porter building. The city of Watsonville has made some efforts to expand
positive activities in our community. We have build a great skate park, upcoming bike trails and
this would be a great opportunity to expand the arts. Having a central place where different forms
of art can be accessible to everyone in Watsonville would provide this town with another, much
needed positive outlet. Art serves to support creativity, connectedness, positive mental health,
development, overall well-being and so much more. I hope you take into consideration this great
opportunity to move Watsonville in a more positive direction for generations to come. Sincerely,
Mariana Juarez
View and Analyze eComments
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New eComment for City Council on 2020-10-27
4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
Ome Garcia submitted a new eComment.
Meeting: City Council on 2020-10-27 4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
Item: A. 20-603 PRESENTATION BY TWO RESPONDENTS TO REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR SALE OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY - PORTER BUILDING: PAJARO VALLEY ARTS
AND WATSNEWS LLC. (REGISTER PAJARONIAN)
eComment: Dear City Council Members, Two years ago a youth collective I mentored
researched and created a poster to demonstrate the disparity in creative spaces available in
Santa Cruz vs. in Watsonville. The poster compares Art Studios (18 vs. 5), Dance Studios (25
vs. 3), Recording Studios (8 vs. 0), Performing Venues (20 vs. 6), and Number of Youth (8,798
vs. 16,892). As you can see, there are little to no creative spaces in Watsonville, yet nearly twice
as many youth! The arts serve a vital role to our community members of all ages, and are
integral to the culture, foundation, and connection of our people. It is our truth, our prayer, our
love, our pain, our history, our dreams, and our solace; especially in times like these. I know you
are being faced with an important decision regarding the sale of the Porter Building on Main St.
to Pajaro Valley Arts Council to provide a space where people of all backgrounds and interests
can come together to witness, connect, and create. I ask that you accept their offer, and invest in
our community. Pajaro Valley Arts Council has demonstrated a commitment to relationship
building, education, and celebrating the voices and perspectives of Watsonville artists and are
perfectly positioned to build momentum and capacity with regard to impact, service, and benefit
as they grow into the new space. Please take some time to sit with this poster, this perspective,
and this prayer before you choose what is best for our children, and our children's children,
because the decision you make will become the legacy of downtown Watsonville for years to
come; and we have never been more ready to thrive.
View and Analyze eComments
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SpeakUp

New eComment for City Council on 2020-10-27
4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
Jaime Sánchez submitted a new eComment.
Meeting: City Council on 2020-10-27 4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
Item: A. 20-603 PRESENTATION BY TWO RESPONDENTS TO REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR SALE OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY - PORTER BUILDING: PAJARO VALLEY ARTS
AND WATSNEWS LLC. (REGISTER PAJARONIAN)
eComment: I support PVA to purchase the Porter building. It's difficult to measure the VALUE of
an arts center will have on the wellbeing of the city. It's something I wish I had growing up here in
Watsonville, but that's OK! PVA is a respected organization who repeatedly efforts to provide
opportunities to empower local artist. They put on quality exhibits and do so much for
Watsonville.
View and Analyze eComments

This email was sent from https://granicusideas.com.
Unsubscribe from future mailings

noreply@granicusideas.com <noreply@granicusideas.com>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org, cityclerk@cityofwatsonville.org

Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 9:54 AM

SpeakUp

New eComment for City Council on 2020-10-27
4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
shirley flores muno submitted a new eComment.
Meeting: City Council on 2020-10-27 4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
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Item: 5. INFORMATION ITEMS
eComment: To the Watsonville City Council Members, Please accept this letter of full support for
the Pajaro Valley Art to purchase and develop the Porter Building. This will be a great
improvement to the downtown area. Facing the library, with adequate parking and security is an
excellent location for community trafficking. Parents, families, children, school groups, senior
groups and many others will enjoy the activities, art, classes, and programs that will take place in
this facility. The workshop space, gallery, multipurpose/community room for use and rental will
bring so many more people to the downtown location. Youth, artists, schools, seniors, and others
will all feel the support of Watsonville city government and the PVA. These ideas entertain the
imagination! The Pajaro Valley Arts Council has a long history of providing beautiful art,
activities, and programing for Watsonville. County-wide participants have driven in to Watsonville
to share these experiences. The joining of the various areas of Santa Cruz County cannot be
understated. Last year the PVAC joined with the Santa Cruz Symphony to provide a music
program in the plaza. This was a first, but certainly not the last. In the future, art can be
expanded to include music, film, dance, spoken word, and many other genres of art in this
beautiful new building. The convenient parking would encourage many to attend and perhaps
even expand library use. Parent could easily combine library and museum activities. It would
also make it more convenient to collaborate programs between the City Recreation Department,
the library, and the PVAC for an exciting offering. Currently the PVAC serves thousands of school
children each year and families on the weekends. These students would be enriched by a new
building and an expansion of programming that such a building would allow. The children of
Watsonville need and deserve this! The artists, many volunteers, and staff also provide annual
support for student art shows & murals in City Hall and the Watsonville Library. Even now, during
the pandemic the PVA has adapted to on-line programing and exhibits. The PVAC board is to be
commended for its diversity, flexibility, and imaginative collaborations with many artists and
groups throughout Santa Cruz County. This new building would demonstrate that the City of
Watsonville and its citizenry are leading in the 21st century and be a beacon to the rest of the
county for excellence in programming in a state-of-the art facility. Thank You for supporting the
ARTS and WATSONVILLE! Shirley Flores Munoz, Cabrillo College Instructor
View and Analyze eComments
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https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zw0Zrfhts45VOEXx9DhZ1zf2UPxWdqqP3189DOry6U_Xtk/u/0?ik=75b13c09ef&view=pt&search=all&permthid=…

5/7

10/27/2020

City of Watsonville Mail - New eComment for City Council on 2020-10-27 4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting

New eComment for City Council on 2020-10-27
4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
bonni carver submitted a new eComment.
Meeting: City Council on 2020-10-27 4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
Item: 5. INFORMATION ITEMS
eComment: To the Watsonville City Council Members: I have been a recipient of the great work
the Pajaro Valley Arts has unswervingly put their hands and hearts to with the result of impacting
the community for good. I'm a long time resident of the community, have exhibited in the PVA
gallery, and through their art opportunity notifications have applied for and been awarded mural
projects in the community. The gallery is a resource of creativity and inspiration which extends to
all age levels and demographics; even in this restricted season of COVID protocols, they have
created virtual tours and exhibits. Purchasing the Porter Building in order to develop their scope
through classes for children and adults, offering studio rental space and having expanded gallery
space would add vitality, interest, and retail income to the City of Watsonville. I heartily endorse
this acquisition; it would provide a much needed favorable hub of activity for the community.
Respectfully, Bonni Carver
View and Analyze eComments
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SpeakUp

New eComment for City Council on 2020-10-27
4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
John Speyer submitted a new eComment.
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Meeting: City Council on 2020-10-27 4:00 PM - Remote Teleconference Meeting
Item: A. 20-603 PRESENTATION BY TWO RESPONDENTS TO REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR SALE OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY - PORTER BUILDING: PAJARO VALLEY ARTS
AND WATSNEWS LLC. (REGISTER PAJARONIAN)
eComment: Dear Watsonville City Council Members, As longtime proponents of Arts & Culture in
downtown Watsonville, we were thrilled to learn about the proposed Pajaro Valley Arts project for
the city-owned Porter Building. We encourage you to support and vote YES to PVA’s proposal.
An artistic hub in the center of downtown Watsonville would be game changer in our community
in terms of providing much needed art activities for all ages and attracting people to our beautiful
downtown. There is an urgent need for youth art activities. They have very few options to
express and cultivate their talent and creativity. In addition, multiple studies have shown that the
arts generate capital, encourage tourism, and provide a positive impact in cities that invest in it.
As residents of the 5th District, we live a block from the beautiful Pajaro Valley Arts Gallery. For
more than 20 years we have enjoyed many arts shows and activities presented by the incredibly
talented, professional and dedicated PVA team. We are members because we support their
wonderful work and we believe in the importance of arts in every community. In 2012 we made
the film "Common Ground" about their annual Day of the Dead exhibit, a great example about
how art and culture can connect people from different backgrounds. As organizers of the
Watsonville Film Festival, we have collaborated closely with the PVA Team over the years.
Recently we co-created the Campesinos: Workers of the Land exhibit, a program combining
powerful films and visual arts. The past several months our collaboration deepened while
working together around this year’s Day of the Dead celebrations. In the face of the pandemic,
we joined creative forces to offer a beautiful program to our community. This year, PVA Gallery is
WFF’s home. From there, we are broadcasting a program that celebrates the talent and
creativity of our community of musicians, dancers, poets and filmmakers. This is an example of
the creative collaboration and synergy we anticipate having with the Arts Council at their
proposed new home - The Porter Building. Sincerely, Consuelo Alba & John Speyer
View and Analyze eComments
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Porter Building agenda 10
1 message
Leonard Groner <lennysart@att.net>
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 11:20 AM

Dear City of Watsonville,
I am excited at the prospect of suppor ng Pajaro Valley Arts and the City of Watsonville in reviving the
Porter Building into a community art center. For 30 years my family and I have invested in Watsonville
real estate and I feel fortunate that I am able to give back to the community something that has been so
important in my life.
I was born and raised in San Jose where art, at that me, was not considered a necessary part of my
educa on. Because of this void, it did not occur to me how much art could enrich my life. Like many of
us, I have had some loss in my life and its was art that became a way to heal and express myself when
words, and logic, and science were not adequate. It is diﬃcult for kids, and seniors, and middle aged
people to come together as a community to learn, prac ce, and show oﬀ our passion. This is why I am
suppor ng Pajaro Valley Arts in acquiring the Porter Building.
I have renovated two Victorians and realize how important it is to maintain the architecture and spirit of
these beau ful buildings while celebra ng the present and exploring the future. The Porter Building will
be the perfect site for Pajaro Valley Arts to honor our diverse community.
Sincerely
Leonard Groner
Sent from my iPhone
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City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Porter Building
1 message
cooldon26@aol.com <cooldon26@aol.com>
Reply-To: "cooldon26@aol.com" <cooldon26@aol.com>
To: "Citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org" <Citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 11:35 AM

Dear Council:
The Porter Building is a significant historic location in the heart of Watsonvillle. It has housed a broad variety of public
uses from offices and commercial facilities to art galleries and meeting rooms.
The Porter Building has been important to me, personally for over ninety years, whether waving to relatives in windows
while mounted in a Fourth of July Parade proudly carrying an American flag, playing in the Watsonville High School
Band, or advocating for its use as the original home for the Pajaro Valley Gallery.
The needs and capacities of the flourishing Pajaro Valley Arts Community have grown substantially in the past
decades. It is providential that the Porter Building exhibition, office , commercial and meeting spaces are once again
available for public use and benefit. The Gallery and its programs bring visitors from a broad spectrum of the regional
community, from local schools and from those attracted to the cultural and historic values of our unique area , to the
heart of downtown Watsonville.
The Pajaro Valley Arts Council has a successful history of proven leadership and broad community support and
service, coordinating with diverse ages, backgrounds, auspices and interests.
I enthusiastically recommend and encourage the inclusion of the Porter Building under the auspicies of the Pajaro
Valley Arts Council in the development of a Civic Center truly reflecting the breadth of community interest and support
.
Sincerely,
Diane Porter Cooley
(Mrs. Donald E.)

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zw0Zrfhts45VOEXx9DhZ1zf2UPxWdqqP3189DOry6U_Xtk/u/0?ik=75b13c09ef&view=pt&search=all&permthid=…

1/1

10/27/2020

City of Watsonville Mail - Comments of the Porter Building

City Council <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Comments of the Porter Building
1 message
Wendy Aikin <wendy_aikin@yahoo.com>
To: "citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org" <citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org>

Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 11:53 AM

Dear Council Members,

I support PVA’s proposal to purchase the Porter Building. Pajaro Valley Arts has brought world class gallery
shows to our community for many years. There isn’t another organiza on in the County that provides free
access to the caliber and diversity of art that they do. Most impressive is their partnerships with other local
organiza ons in order to provide pla orms for and exposure to the beauty and richness that is Watsonville.
With a larger space, PVA would be able to expand all of their programs including the educa onal
components always included with their shows. There would be more space for students, classes and
lectures.
Watsonville doesn’t need any more hotels, shops or restaurants. We need art, music, and dance, it’s what
has helped us get through the last many months. Acquisi on of the Porter Building could open up a world
of possibili es for ar sts and lovers of art and could become a hub downtown – a draw for many people
that may not currently spend me downtown.
Every me I have out of town guests, they always ask to go to “the gallery.” What if they could go to the
gallery downtown, enjoy a walk through the park and a meal? We are already grateful for the contribu ons
of Pajaro Valley Arts to our community, but I believe it can be more.
Please consider saying yes to Pajaro Valley Arts.
Sincerely,
Wendy Aikin
Watsonville Resident
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Carolyn G. Pezzoni
13 Elena Rd.,
La Selva Beach, CA 95076
October 23, 2020

To Whom it May Concern,

I am a retired SPECTRA teacher. I taught for 25 years a course called “Drawing and Cartooning”
through the schools. When I taught with the PEP program with Dominican Hospital it was called
“Back to Basics”. Before working for the Santa Cruz Arts Council, I volunteered at my daughters’
school for 8 years. The lessons were a combination of drawing essentials and cartooning with the
majority of the time with great class participation. I also taught privately in many venues. I am also
an artist who has had several open studios and many local shows. I have illustrated many pamphlets
among which was an educational brochure for the Oceans Futures Society. I tell you all this because I
know the value of art in peoples’ lives.
We are surrounded by art and need it in everyone’s’ lives and yet much art has been cut from the
schools. There is a large gap in the education and encouragement of the arts especially the visual arts.
Yet we are fortunate to have so many talented artists in our community. But so much more is needed
for them to show and engage with the public.
Pajaro Valley Arts is the “little train that can”. Given their meager space and less that visible location
(with minimal parking), they have shown themselves to be giants in promoting the arts only limited
by square footage. It’s amazing how treasured that little gallery is as shown by the large attendance.
I can only imagine how more space with easy access and in a central location with parking will
attract more and more people and include such a rich artistic community. The opportunity for artists
to work teach and participate is immeasurable. The Porter building will be the shining gem for
Watsonville.
This venue is especially needed because people are hungry for beauty and positivity. The more visible
and accessible gallery will enrich the lives of so many and reach so many more being so attractive.
When one realizes how the tiny gallery has done so much good and done so well financially one can
only imagine, given the possibility to grow, how much better it will all be.
Sincerely,

Carolyn G. Pezzoni

Dear Members of the Watsonville City Council:
Please add my very strong support for the sale of the Porter building to
the Pajaro Valley Arts Association. I cannot fathom a better idea for the
city of Watsonville and for PVA itself.
I have served as a member of the Gallery Committee at PVA for about 25
years and am constantly amazed at and impressed by PVA’s fresh ideas,
devotion to quality of its activities and its inclusion of artists, the public
and all members of the cultural community of Santa Cruz County. My
compadres and I have heard constantly how we are the best arts
organization in the county, especially for our exhibits. People participate
in showing work and bring in thousands of people from here and many
other parts of the state. As a retired teacher from Cabrillo College, I can
testify that the teaching of classes is of the highest standards.
This is good for the arts and good for business.
Other cultural events have included concerts in conjunction with the
Watsonville film festival, poetry readings, salons of artists speaking about
their work and their influences, the murals projects and a time when we
pasted hundreds of large photographic portraits of Watsonville students
on City Hall buildings. And everyone loves the year-long displays of art by
school age children throughout the Watsonville library. Especially the
parents!
Besides all this, bringing the community together through the many,
many, many cultural arts is exciting and will prove to be one of the
strongest bonds the city of Watsonville can ever develop!
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely, Jane Gregorius

